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ELEVATING DESIGN
HONORING FLIGHT

Proud Supporter of the 122nd Fighter 
Wing and the Fort Wayne Air Show

At Elevatus, we believe great architecture should soar — inspiring 
communities, honoring service, and shaping what’s next.
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PRIORITIZE PEOPLE
FUEL SUCCESS

W O R K  T H A T  I S  M O R E  T H A N  A  J O B

www.rentptr.com/careers

JOIN THE GROWING PTR TEAM!

At PTR, our growth is centered around prioritizing people – within our organization and with 
our customers. Our leadership team is dedicated to cultivating a workplace that fosters 

personal and professional development for all employees. With a 20% internal promotion 
rate, we are committed to recognizing and advancing talent from within. The final product 

of PTR’s culture is evident: substantial organizational growth and a key emphasis on 
nurturing our greatest asset – our people.

20% INTERNAL
PROMOTION RATE

QUARTERLY
PROFIT SHARING

ONSITE GYM &
PERSONAL TRAINER

INDIANA & TEXAS
LOCATIONS
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
2025 FORT WAYNE AIR SHOW

PROGRAM DESIGN AND COPY WRITING
Herb Gillen Advertising - HerbGillen.com

FEATURED PERFORMERS:
U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds
US SOCOM Para-Commandos
Franklin’s Flying Circus - Kyle Franklin
KC Flight Formation Team
Ghostwriter - Nathan Hammond
P-51D Mustang “Gunfighter” - Commemorative Air Force (CAF)
B-25 “Miss Mitchell” - Commemorative Air Force (CAF)
Melissa Burns
Skip Stewart
Smoke-n-Thunder JetCar
Firewalkers International Pyro
Tinstix of Dynamite
Precision Exotics 

*	Please note that the show does not release specific times for each performer. 
	 Performers are subject to change without notice.

Gates Open 
Feature Flying Show

Gates Close

9:00am
11:00am - 4:00pm
5:00pm



2025 FORT WAYNE AIR SHOW

SUPPORTERS

COLONEL

MAJOR

LIEUTENANT COLONEL

Not to be construed as an endorsement, stated or implied, of any non-federal entity by the Indiana National Guard or the Department of Defense.
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Welcome to the 122nd Fighter Wing, home of the Blacksnakes! We are highly trained 
professional citizen Airmen dedicated to community, state and nation. Our vision is to be 
mission ready total force Airmen, delivering decisive firepower and agile combat support 
to combatant commanders around the globe and full spectrum response in support of 
domestic operations. 

During its 82 years of service, the 122nd Fighter Wing has flown only fighter aircraft 
which include the P-51, F-80, F-84, F-96, F-100, F-4, F-16, A-10 and F-16. The group can 
trace its heritage back to the 358th Fighter Group, which was activated in January 1943, 
flying the P-47D “Thunderbolts”. In May 1946, the group was re-designated as the 163rd 
Fighter Squadron (later to become the 122nd Fighter Wing) and assigned with all honors 
and colors to the Indiana Air National Guard. As a wing, we maintain and fly 21 F-16C 
Block 40 aircraft at the Fort Wayne International Airport. 

As a country, we will continue to face future challenges, but whatever may come our 
way, the 122nd Fighter Wing will most assuredly honor our past by displaying the same 
standard of excellence and patriotism of those that sacrificed before us. I am truly 
thankful to be a part of this wing, the Fort Wayne community and the Indiana Air National 
Guard. All those that serve our nation at the 122nd Fighter Wing are extremely thankful 
for your support and extend you a warm and friendly Blacksnake Family welcome!

Col. Scott “Tug” Boatright 
122nd Fighter Wing, Commander

On behalf of the entire planning team, we welcome you to the 2025 122nd Fighter Wing 
Air Show and Open House here in Fort Wayne, Indiana! We are thrilled to have fans and 
families join us for what promises to be an amazing show. 

This year’s show features the United States Air Force Thunderbirds, aerial 
demonstrations, historic aircraft displays and interactive exhibits that highlight the best 
of aviation. Whether this is your first air show or your fiftieth, we are confident you will 
find something to inspire and excite. 

We are especially grateful to our generous sponsors, volunteers, and community partners 
who have worked tirelessly to bring this event to life.  Their support helps ensure a safe, 
entertaining, and educational experience for all!

Take a moment to review the event map, follow safety guidelines and please stay 
hydrated so everyone can have the best experience possible. 

Thank you for joining us and enjoy the show!  

Warm Regards,

Lt. Col. Alana Minx  
Director, 2025 122nd Fighter Wing Air Show and Open House

2025 FORT WAYNE AIR SHOW

WELCOME LETTERS
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The United States Air Force Thunderbirds are back and ready 
to demonstrate their incredible flying skills and the capabilities 
of their F-16 Fighting Falcons. 

Since 1953, the Air Force Thunderbirds have performed for 
millions of people, showing the pride, professionalism, and 
dedication of airmen all over the world. Officially named the 
U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, the Thunderbirds 
have earned the nickname “Ambassadors in Blue” for their 
engagement with local communities and performances all over 
the world. 

HISTORY OF THE THUNDERBIRDS  
On June 1, 1953, the 3600th Air Demonstration Team was 
activated at Luke Air Force Base in Arizona. Their first aircraft 
was a straight-winged F-84G Thunderjet, a combat fighter-
bomber that was used in Korea. In 1955, they began using a 
swept-wing F-84F Thunderstreak. The following year, in June 
1956, the Thunderbirds moved to their current home at Nellis 
AFB and began flying the world’s first supersonic fighter, the 
F-100 Super Sabre. The Thunderbirds used this aircraft for 13 
years and more than 1,000 demonstrations. The team went 
on to fly several other iconic aircraft before their F-16 era 
began in 1983 with the introduction of the F-16A. The team still 
currently operates the F-16, but made the transition from the 
F-16A to the F-16C in 1992. 

Each year, the USAF Thunderbirds participate in several iconic 
events. Some notable flybys and performances include: their 
1986 flyby of the Statue of Liberty, performing at Coney Island, 
participating in the 1996 opening ceremony for the Olympics 
in Atlanta, and starting the Coca-Cola 600 by broadcasting live 
from Thunderbird Jet No. 1 during their 50th anniversary tour 
in 2003.

THE DEMONSTRATION 
When the Thunderbirds debuted in July 1953, their 
demonstration was only 15 minutes long. It eventually 
reached a length of 90 minutes before it was scaled back to 
roughly 50 minutes. The revision saw the elimination of many 
repetitive maneuvers, which allowed the team to tighten their 
choreography in the air and on the ground. This change not 
only had practical benefits for the aircraft, but also allowed the 
team to engage the crowd in new ways.

This tightly choreographed demonstration showcases the 
precision and discipline that the Air Force instills in its 
members. On the ground, the crew focuses on speed by 
using hand signals and other non-verbal cues. In the air, the 
demonstration is fast-paced with constant action. Some of the 
newer maneuvers include the Stinger Cross Break and the Low 
Bomb Burst with Hit.

Leading the 130-person squadron this year is Col. Nathan 
Malafa. In the air and on the ground, he will lead the team 
through their demonstration in the No. 1 jet. 

F-16 
FIGHTING 
FALCON

Engine: One Pratt & Whitney F100-PW-200
Thrust: 27,000 pounds
Wingspan: 32 feet, 8 inches
Length: 49 feet, 5 inches
Height: 16 feet
Speed: Mach 2 at altitude
Combat Range: 1,740 nautical miles
Ceiling: Above 50,000 feet
Maximum Takeoff Weight: 37,500 pounds
Fuel Capacity: 7,000 pounds internally
Crew: One
Unit Cost: $14.6 million 
(fiscal 98 constant dollars)

DID YOU KNOW?
•	 The Thunderbirds’ first civilian show was in July 1953  
	 in Cheyenne, Wyo. for Frontier Days.

•	 They were named the “Thunderbirds” because of the  
	 strong Native American culture in the southwestern  
	 United  States. Native American folklore tells of a  
	 birdlike creature that creates thunder by flapping its  
	 wings. The Native Americans called this creature a  
	 “Thunderbird.”

•	 Five other types of aircraft have been used prior to the  
	 F-16 Fighting Falcon. They are: the F-84G Thunderjet, F-105  
	 Thunderchief, F-100C Super Sabre, F-4 Phantom and the  
	 T-38 Talon.

•	 A Thunderbird can be combat ready in 72 hours.
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THUNDERBIRDS TEAM
COL. 

Nathan Malafa
Commander/ Leader

LT. COL. 
Ian Lee 

Right Wing

MAJ. 
Jeff Downie 
Lead Solo Pilot

MAJ. 
Dr. Jacob Hall 

Flight Surgeon

LT. COL. 
Tyler Keener 

Operations Officer

CAPT. 
Natalee Winton 

Maintenance Officer

MAJ.
Joshua Burress 

Left Wing

MAJ. 
Tyler Clark 

Right Wing

MAJ. 
Laney Schol 

Opposing Solo

CAPT. 
Janilie Vecchio 

Executive Officer

MAJ. 
Brandon Maxson 
Advance Pilot/Narrator

MAJ. 
Krystal Jimenez 
Public Affairs Officer
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The F-16A first flew in 1976 and was delivered to Hill Air Force 
Base in 1979. The F-16A is a single-seat version of the aircraft. 
It was quickly followed by the F-16B, which is a slightly modified 
two-seat version. Upgrades and modifications eventually led 
to the F-16C and D models replacing the F-16A and B models. 
The Air Force currently plans to operate the F-16s for at least 
another two decades. 
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INDIANA AIR NATIONAL GUARD  

122ND FIGHTER WING “BLACKSNAKES”

Located right here in Fort Wayne is our Hometown Heroes of 
the 122nd Fighter Wing! 

The 122nd Fighter Wing has been in service for 82 years and 
can trace its heritage back to the 358th Fighter Group, which 
was activated in 1943. Then, in 1946, they were redesignated 
as the 163rd Fighter Squadron and later officially became the 
122nd Fighter Wing. Over the years, they have flown fighter 
aircraft including the P-51, F-80, F-84, F-96, F-100, F-4, F-16, 
A-10, and F-16. 

In 2023, the 122nd Fighter Wing announced the return of the 
F-16 Fighting Falcons. The Wing operated the F-16s from 1991-
2010, before converting to the A-10 Thunderbolt II. The F-16s 
returned to the Fort Wayne skies the following spring. Today, 
the Wing maintains and flies 21 F-16Cs. 

ABOUT THE F-16 FIGHTING FALCON 

The F-16 is a compact, highly maneuverable, multi-role fighter 
aircraft. It has proven itself in air-to-air combat and air-to-
surface combat. It has all-weather capabilities, so it can 
continue its missions in various conditions, delivering essential 
support to the Air Force. 

GENERAL
F-16 
SPECS

Contractor: Lockheed Martin Corp.
Power Plant: F-16C/D: one Pratt and  
Whitney F100-PW-200/220/229  
or General Electric F110-GE-100/129
Thrust: F-16C/D, 27,000 pounds
Length: 49 feet, 5 inches (14.8 meters)
Height: 16 feet (4.8 meters)
Weight: 19,700 pounds without fuel
Wingspan: 32 feet, 8 inches
Speed: 1,500 mph (Mach 2 at altitude)
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The Para-Commandos are the US Special Operations 
Command’s premier aerial parachute demonstration team. ​They​ 
perform at high-visibility events across the nation, informing​ 
the public about the US Special Operations Command​. This 
includes sharing the​ command’s mission, and the contributions ​
their 70,000-plus​ Soldiers, ​Sailors, ​Airmen, ​Marines and 
Department of Defense​ civilians are making across the United 
States and in more than​ 70 countries around the globe.

The Para-Commandos are members and representatives of 
today’s Special Operations Forces. The Para-Commandos are 
comprised of active-duty Special Operators, such as Army 
Special Forces, Army Rangers, Navy SEALs, Air Force Combat 
Controllers and Marine Raiders. Additionally, the Para-
Commandos have a number of support personnel, commonly 
referred to as Special Operations Enablers. Their enablers 
come from all four services and include reserve forces as well.

The Para-Commandos tailor each performance to the individual 
venue and can perform from as low as 2,000 feet above ground 
level to as high as 13,500 feet above ground level. Depending 
on the venue and time of day, the Para-Commandos may jump 
flags, smoke, sparklers, or a combination of each into the event. 
The Para-Commandos are proficient in both free fall and canopy 
formations and specialize in landing on time and on target in 
front of the crowd.

U.S. SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND  

PARACHUTE TEAM
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NATHAN HAMMOND 

GHOSTWRITER

What’s that you see in the sky? A smiley face? But where did it 
come from? 

Nathan Hammond brings his extraordinary flying and skywriting 
skills to the Fort Wayne Air Show in his Super Chipmunk 
aircraft, also known as the GhostWriter. 

His passion for flying was instilled from his earliest days. Born 
and raised in Rhinebeck, NY, the airplanes and airshows of 
Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome started his flying career. Soloing an 
airplane at age 16 and earning his pilot’s license at 17, Nathan 
has logged over 7,000 hours of flight time, from 1917 Curtiss 
Jennys to Cessna Citations. Along with being a commercial-
rated pilot, he also maintains an Airframe and Power Plant 
Mechanics License. He flies the GhostWriter in both daytime 
and nighttime airshows.

As for the GhostWriter, it was originally designed as a trainer 
for the Royal Canadian Air Force. The 1956 de Havilland 
Chipmunk has been specially modified for airshow aerobatics 
and skywriting. Nearly 3,000 man-hours over a two-year period 
were spent on developing the GhostWriter into the finest 
example of a Super Chipmunk. It now boasts a cruising speed 
of 150 mph and a range of more than 500 miles. It will climb at a 
rate of 2,500 feet per minute, with a ceiling of 17,500 feet.

If you recognize the airplane, that’s no surprise. GhostWriter 
developed a well-established career in the airshow and 
skywriting industry as the Pepsi SkyDancer for 25 years. 
In 2016, Nathan took the controls and has been captivating 
audiences with the smooth lines and raw horsepower of the 
unparalleled Super Chipmunk ever since.



See what boring banking can do 
for you at pnc.com/brilliantlyboring

Keep your 
money boring, 

so your life 
doesn’t  

have to be.

Brilliantly Boring since 1865 is a service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc.
PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC.
©2025 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

When we open the door for
kids today, we shape all of
our tomorrows.

Open the door
to a world of 

bgcfw.org
Learn more atLearn more at

possibilitiespossibilities

(260) 744-0998
info@bgcfw.org

Serving kids 5-18
America of tomorrow will be shaped by the way we
invest in our kids today. At the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Fort Wayne, we open the door to a future generation
of leaders who will propel our country forward.

Visit Parkview.com/EmployerSolutions 
or call 260-373-9017 to learn more.

Parkview Employer Solutions 
Taking workforce wellness 
to new heights. 

Parkview Employer Solutions offers  
best-in-class products and services to 
improve the health and well-being of  
your employees.

EMPLOYER SOLUTIONS

Signature Care 

Occupational 
Health

Workplace Wellness

Employee  
Assistance Program

Proactive  
Injury Care

Employer Clinics
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MELISSA BURNS

​​Melissa is a professional aerobatic pilot, display skydiver,​ 
and B.A.S.E. jumper. In 2006, at ​just 22 years old, Melissa 
became​ the youngest​ ever female member of the United States 
Unlimited​ Aerobatic Team. ​After 10 years of competing at the 
Unlimited World Level, she placed 3rd overall in the 2015​ World 
Aerobatic Championships. Melissa was named the Fastest​ 
Woman in the World at the World Champion Wingsuit B.A.S.E.​ 
Jumping Race in Norway in 2015​, and ​over the years she has​ 
been a part of ​numerous skydiving world records. She was 
also named as​ an inductee to the Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University​ Chancellor’s Hall of Fame in 2015 in Prescott, AZ. 
Today, she​ travels with her team, ​participating in air show ​
performances for​ audiences worldwide.
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Skip Stewart has done plenty to prove he’s one of the most 
versatile, accomplished and entertaining pilots flying in the 
airshow world today. He is the recipient of the 2013 Bill Barber 
Award for Showmanship, the 2015 Art Scholl Award, and 
numerous gold medals in regional aerobatic competitions. 
All told, he’s logged more than 10,000 hours in the air, which 
include being​ an Airline Transport Pilot, a Boeing 727 and 
MD-11 Captain,​ a Certified Flight Instructor, serving as Chief 
Pilot for a Fortune​ 100 company, and more than fourteen years 
entertaining​ airshow fans around the world.

Skip’s flying has been featured in magazines that include Plane 
& Pilot, Smithsonian Air & Space, AOPA, Sports Illustrated, 
World Airshow News, and Auto Pilot, as well as in multiple 
other domestic and international publications. He is the first 
pilot to fly an airplane under a jumping motorcycle at an air 
show, and he also flies with several other pilots, forming shows 
such as the renowned TinStix of Dynamite Act.

Like a streak of blazing lightning from an ominous sky, air 
show performer Skip blasts into view in a high-flying aerobatic 
symphony. Skip is flying a modified Pitts S25 Prometheus that 
enables his gyroscopic, gravity-defying maneuvers.

 
SKIP STEWART
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TINSTIX OF DYNAMITE

The team’s back together! 

The Tinstix of Dynamite bring an explosive, dynamic 
performance that looks like it could be a scene from a 
Hollywood blockbuster, featuring hard-charging pilots flying in 
the face of danger and fierce explosions. 

But these scorching scenes won’t take place on a film set; air 
show fans at the Fort Wayne Air Show will get to see it happen 
live! 

The Tinstix of Dynamite is comprised of aerobatic pilots Skip 
Stewart and Melissa Burnes, Bill Braack and the Smoke-n-
Thunder JetCar, and Firewalkers Pyro. 

The breathtaking act involves multiple head-on passes and 
up to a dozen explosions, races against the Smoke-n-Thunder 
JetCar, and a double-inverted ribbon cut complete with a wall 
of fire. The show is a mix of precision aerobatics, head-on 
sequences, and tight passes, all while surrounded by smoke 
and balls of fire. 

“This is it! This is the show you do not want to miss,” said 
Melissa. “The feeling when the race finishes at the end and 
Skip and I cross as the wall of fire goes off is pretty tough to 
compare to anything else on earth. If the audience is having 
half the fun that we are having, then they are going to go home 
wanting more.”
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THANK  
YOU 
TO OUR PARTNERS
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Bringing the BOOM 

Firewalkers International, LLC, was established in 
2013 as the newest air show pyrotechnics team in the 

air show circuit. They work closely with some of the 
biggest names in the air show world to team up and 

help create an unforgettable and exciting show.

The rush of heightened speed. The precision of a 
finely tuned machine. 

Precision Exotics has a fleet of exotic cars that 
they race down the runway at events across 
the country. They also offer fans of high-end 
sports cars an amazing opportunity to get their 
blood pumping by getting behind the wheel of 
the exotic car of their dreams. This experience 
is one-of-a-kind and offers fans the once-in-a-
lifetime chance to race down the runway.  

24

 
FIREWALKERS PYRO

 
PRECISION EXOTICS 



25

 
SMOKE-N-THUNDER JETCAR

Topping out at speeds approaching 400 mph, the Smoke-n-
Thunder JetCar and driver Bill Braack make an impressive 
entrance at any air show.

A Westinghouse J34-48 jet engine—originally used in the 
North American Buckeye T-2A aircraft—offers 10,000 pounds 
of thrust to take Braack from zero to 300 mph in less than six 
seconds. Smoke-N-Thunder regularly races propeller- and 
jet-driven aircraft down the runway while enveloping itself in 
smoke and shooting 50-foot flames as the engine roars to the 
delight of millions of fans.

Braack spent 20 years as a flight engineer in the Air Force 
Reserve, where he earned honors as Outstanding Airman of 
the Year for the Air Force Reserve Command. He did this while 
working full-time in healthcare marketing. He holds FAA ratings 
as a flight engineer and civilian pilot. Braack drives the Smoke-
N-Thunder JetCar as well as the 80-foot-long tractor trailer 
that carries the car and its support vehicle from air show to air 
show.



A Proud Sponsor of the Fort Wayne Air Show 

Certified Public Accountants  ǀ  Business Advisors  

260.422.2551     badencpa.com 

jobs.michelinman.com

START A NEW
CAREER JOURNEY



27



drivekelleybuickgmc.com (260) 264-2952555 Grand National Drive, 
Fort Wayne, IN 46804 
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KYLE FRANKLIN 

FRANKLIN’S FLYING CIRCUS 

Kyle Franklin is a third-generation pilot and second-generation 
airshow pilot. The Franklin aviation legacy started with Zip 
Franklin, Kyle’s grandfather, who was a WWII veteran and self-
taught pilot. The legacy continued when Zip’s oldest son and 
Kyle’s father, Jimmy, began flying in airshows at age 19.

Kyle learned to fly at a young age and traveled with his father 
to airshows every summer. Kyle also learned how to wingwalk, 
and at the age of 17, Kyle and his father launched the industry’s 
only father and son wingwalking team. Kyle continued to 
expand his pilot skills and airshow stunts. Eventually, they 
added the world’s only motorcycle-to-airplane transfer with his 
father piloting.

In 1999, they launched the original Jet Waco, and Kyle became 
the world’s first jet wingwalker—an act he continued to 
perform until the tragic loss of his father and Bobby Younkin in 
2005. Kyle was also the only other person to pilot the original 
Jet Waco.

In 2016, Kyle met Liz Demond at EAA AirVenture, and they 
have been married since 2019. Ever since, Liz has become an 
essential part of the family’s flying business. Most notably, 
her part as the pilot whom Kyle steals the airplane from in his 
comedy act.

Today, Kyle and Liz continue to wow and amaze crowds 
across the country and the world with their unique style of 
flying and showmanship. Over Kyle’s career, he has created 
and performed over 12 different airshow acts in 6 different 
aircraft, including wingwalking, solo aerobatics, comedy acts, 
motorcycle-to-airplane transfers, stunt driving, aerial dogfight 
routines, and many more. Kyle Franklin has become known as 
the “King of Themed Air Show Acts” and a legend in the air 
show world. He has been flying airshows full-time for over 25 
years and has won the Bill Barber Award for Showmanship. 
Kyle, with the help of Liz, continues to reinvent himself to 
bring something new to the airshow industry and to keep up 
with ever-changing pop culture. This year marks Kyle’s 29th 
season as an airshow professional and his family’s 58th year as 
airshow legends.
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The B-25J “Miss Mitchell” served in the 310th Bomb Group, 
57th Bomb Wing of the 12th Air Force in North Africa and Italy, 
completing over 130 missions. Its legacy of no crew fatalities 
during all of its missions was a rare accomplishment. Prior to 
taking command of the 8th Air Force in Europe in 1944, the 12th 
Air Force was under the command of then Brigadier General 
Jimmy Doolittle.

After a 12-year restoration by the Minnesota Wing of the 
Commemorative Air Force, Miss Mitchell took her first flight 
on April 18, 1992—exactly 50 years to the day of the daring 
Doolittle raid.

ABOUT THE B-25 
The B-25 is a medium-sized bomber and one of the most famous 
bombers of WWII, thanks to its involvement with the Doolittle 
Raid in 1942.

Built by North American Aviation, the B-25 first flew in 
1940, and the USAAF accepted the first B-25s in 1941. The 
B-25s were designed to operate in a range of different 
environments, and thanks to their initial rugged design and 
other improvements, they ended up serving every theater of the 
war during WWII.

By the end of WWII, about 9,816 B-25s had been built. It was 
the largest production of a U.S. twin-engine combat airplane in 
WWII. Today, about 139 are still around. However, fewer than 
50 remain airworthy. The other remaining survivors can often 
be found on display at museums across the county.

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE 

B-25 “MISS MITCHELL”
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The KC Flight Formation Team is an RV formation team based 
out of Kansas City. They are Kansas City’s largest homegrown 
civilian formation team. Founded with four members in 2009, 
they now have 14 members, all of whom are FFI (Formation 
Flying Inc.) carded pilots and SAC Formation DM & Solo 
qualified.

They have performed National Anthem flyovers for the KC 
Chiefs, KC Royals, Sporting KC, KC Symphony, NASCAR, IRL, 
Lake of the Ozarks boat races, and multiple area high school 
football games on Friday nights. They also perform at civilian 
and military airshows.

The aircraft they fly are various models of the Van’s RV 
Experimental aircraft line. The aircraft are very light on the 
controls, with excellent range and performance. Stall speed 
is around 51 knots, while the max speed is 200+ knots. The 
aircraft are fully aerobatic with a G limit of +6 and -3. All of 
these factors combine make these great formation aircraft.

Formation flying is a perishable skill. So, their pilots are trained 
to FFI standards, and are constantly practicing day and night to 
maintain the high standards they set for themselves.

 
KC FLIGHT FORMATION TEAM
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COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE 

P-51D MUSTANG “GUNFIGHTER”

The P-51D Mustang “Gunfighter” is a familiar aircraft on the 
air show circuit, as it has been thrilling crowds at air shows 
for more than 40 years. Its mission is to honor the sacrifices of 
those who served and inspire the next generation of aviators.

“Gunfighter” was built in California and accepted into the U.S. 
Army Air Force (USAAF) in March 1945. It joined the “Mighty 
Eighth” Air Force in England later that month. When the war 
ended, it returned to the U.S. and was assigned to Olmstead 
Field in Pennsylvania. It was transferred several other times 
before it was declared surplus in 1956.

The CAF later obtained “Gunfighter” and restored it to the 
colors of the 343rd Fighter Squadron, 55th Fighter Group, 
8th Air Force, USAAF. The 55th Fighter Group was the first 
American Air Corps unit to become operational in Europe. It 
was the first group to fly over Berlin and was one of the units 
that provided cover for the invasion of Normandy on June 6th, 
1944.

ABOUT THE P-51 MUSTANG 
The P-51 Mustang was one of the most well-known fighters to 
come out of WWII. They were operated as a long-range escort 
fighter for bombers, such as the B-17. They also operated as a 
ground attack fighter-bomber.

The idea for the Mustang came about in 1940, when the British 
approached North American Aviation to build P-40s. They 
offered to design a better fighter, which became known as the 
P-51 Mustang.

In 1941, the USAAF received two Mustangs; however, they 
did not immediately order more. It wasn’t until April 1942 that 
they accepted the first production of Mustangs. However, 
they discovered some limitations with higher altitudes when 
using the current engines. In the fall of 1942, the U.S. and 
Britain experimented by fitting British Merlin engines into the 
Mustangs. They found that the aircraft not only flew faster, but 
could reach a higher altitude as well. Throughout the Mustang’s 
production, several different variants were made to make the 
Mustang faster and more lethal in the skies. At the end of WWI, 
Mustangs destroyed about 4,950 enemy aircraft, more than any 
USAAF fighter.

Today, many of these beloved Mustangs can be seen in 
museums and soaring through the skies at air shows across  
the country.
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The kids coming to the 2025 Fort Wayne Air Show won’t find their 
only excitement looking towards the sky. There will be plenty of 
fun and adventure found in the Kid Zone. This year’s Kid Zone is 
PACKED with aviation-themed attractions to keep the little ones 
entertained and put all their energy to good use.

We’re highlighting our headliner—the United States Air Force 
Thunderbirds—by including many Thunderbirds-themed play 
areas. Kids will be treated to never-ending fun on multiple inflatable 
jumping attractions, an extreme air power jump, AND a free fall 
stunt jump! 

Make sure your kids maximize their fun at this year’s show by 
spending some time at the Kid Zone. 

We can’t wait to see you there!

 
KID ZONE
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For more than 20 years, Wayne Boggs has performed 
Air Boss duties and is recognized as one of the top air 
show Air Bosses in North America. As Air Boss, he is 
responsible for directing the show performances and 

ensuring safety. Each year, he assists in the production 
and execution of 18-25 air shows. Wayne also teaches 

advanced Air Boss courses for the International 
Council of Air Shows (ICAS).

In January 2004, Wayne retired from the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) with 40 total years 

of combined federal service to the United States of 
America, the first 10 years serving in the United States 
Marine Corps (USMC) and his last 30 years in the FAA 

air traffic control industry.

Danny Clisham has been the voice of air shows 
across America for over 55 years! He brings 
unmatched knowledge and aviation experience 
to the announcer’s stand of the Fort Wayne Air 
Show. His ability to paint a verbal picture places 
spectators in the middle of the action.

Clisham earned the nickname ‘Hollywood’ 
because he has been on the screen and behind 
the camera, providing aviation technical 
guidance for movies and television shows. He 
has provided on-screen and voice-over work in 
feature films such as ‘Wings of Courage’ and 
‘Skydancers.’ As aerial stunt coordinator, he flew 
as a stunt double or served as safety advisor on 
‘Where the Buffalo Roam,’ ‘Moving Violations,’ 
and the television series Baywatch.

AIR BOSS

ANNOUNCER

WAYNE BOGGS

DANNY CLISHAM
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KC-135R – Grissom Air Reserve Base
C-130 – 123rd Kentucky Air National Guard
T-38 – Vance Air Force Base
B-25 – Commemorative Air Force
TBM Avenger – Commemorative Air Force
Super Decathalon – Sweet Aviation 
Diamond DA-20 – Sweet Aviation 
Gumbal Cabri G2 - Sweet Aviation 
Cessna 172 – Back Forty Flying Club 
Piper Cherokee – Back Forty Flying Club 
Cessna 172S – Lewis University 
CAP Van – Civil Air Patrol
C-182 – Civil Air Patrol
UH-60 Blackhawk – Indiana Army National Guard 
LUH-72 - Indiana Army National Guard 
CH-47 Chinook – Illinois Army National Guard 
MH-65E Dolphin - United States Coast Guard
OH 58 Kiowa 
Aero Adventure, Aventura Amphibious AC – Brubaker & Associates 
F/A-18 Cockpit – Dream Big Entertainment 
Race Car – Scively Racing
C-5 -  Dover Air Force Base
C-130J - Rhode Island Air National Guard
T-6 Texan II - Vance Air Force Base
F-100 Super Sabre
MRAP Indiana Army National Guard

Aircraft displays give fans a closer look. 
 
Flying acts are dramatic, but static displays 
allow spectators to get up close and personal 
with the aircraft and the crewmembers who fly 
them. In particular, the air show gives the public 
a rare opportunity to meet the military and U.S. 
government men and women who fly missions 
around the world in the service of our nation. 
 
Although military displays are always subject to 
deployment elsewhere, these are the aircraft that 
were scheduled for static display as this program 
went to press.

 
GROUND DISPLAYS 
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Autographs
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